
Topand main pic: Hewitt Cheviot SE

Middle:Longstaff Audax

Bottom: Thom XTC

Distance bikes
Therewasa lot of competition forthe distance bikeclassawardsthis year
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r:was probably thehardest single category
tocall,withfive bikes allha~nga goodcase to
bethewinner, soperming afinal three proved

extremely difficultInteresting1y, though wearelong­
termadmirers of 26in-wheeled tourers. andthough
the market continues to move in thisdirection,two
outofthethree top places go to bikes sporting the
more traditional 7OOC-slzed wheels.

Third place goes to theThorn XTC, 1£999,
C+1411 aBr1tish-bui~framefrom acompany with
adese<ved~ highreputation forthequality ofits
tocrers, The XTC has 261n _smated toa Reynolds
725frame anda 531 fork: drNetr<lln Is main~
Shlmano'son-road LX. FIt shouldn! bea problem
there are foursizes, each offering a cholceoftoptube
lengilt Handling Issure andnimble. whether loaded or
notAll inall, theXTC isatruethoroughbred.SJSC "
01278441502,wwwsjscycles.com

Our runner-upIsa masterpiece oftheframe
bollder's art andthemanwhose name it bears Is
sad~ missed, theLongstaff Audax [£1795, C+15£1.
The Audax isoneofthefew bikes to score a perlect

Dawessardar 1£699.99.
C+1431. Simon real~ liked
thissuper 26ln-wheeled
mid-range tcurer whenhe
tested ItbackIn the sprmg
Your cash buys abike that
willlast alifetime and take
anything you can chuckat
it,from commutingto
expedttion nding
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ThornExplorer1£999.
IC+1451. atandem for under
agrand will suit beginners
and keen leisure riders>
loadsofoptions and alot
ofbike for the money. Great
for day rides and short
tours. but you can't fit adrag
brake, so maybe not one for
the long haul expeditions.

10for itsframe.As YOU'dexpect n IsaJoy to rtde ­
basically yougeta race frame that's been relaxeda
littlein the name ofcomfort

That it'sa compact maybeunexpected ftne
Audax isalsoavailable with a standard toptubefor
those whopreferl butthethinking behind a compact
Audax bikeIssound,theextra length of exposed
seatoost onacompact adds atouchmore
compliance to theride - something thatcould make
allthedifference Ifyou're covering distance.Ourbike
camekltted outwithTubus rack andSKS guards and
there isa choice ofwheels andgroupset Had we
tested thefullCentaur equipped model at £1.425
bncesgoaslowas£1,2501 theLongstaff might well
have scored anoverall 10andprobabfy bagged top
spot here too.Longstaff Cycles" 01782 561966,
www.longstaffcycles.co.uk.

Andthe winner is•••
Instead for the second year In a row, ourDistance
Bikeaward goes toPaul HewittfortheCheviot SE
[£999, C+1511.We likethisbikea lot,butwhat we
partlcularty likeisthatIt buldsonthe success of last
year'swinner,theCheviot

TheSEboasts aReynolds 725fra me, ratherthan
the Cheviots 631,slightlyWider rear dropouts­
whicharechromed [well, It looksniceandthereis
lesspaint to chip], extrabottle braze-ons,up-rated
tyres, Hewitt hand-bulkwheelswith uprated hubs.
XT and LX derailleu rs, DuraAce levers,SKS
mudguards.anda Blackburn Expeditionrack.The
British-applledftnlshtotheTaiwaneseframe is
superb,andontopof all this.Paul Hewittwlll
measureyou upona jigbeforefltting.This Isasclose
asit gets to a bespokefra me. at anoff-the-pegprice.

Sex Hopkins' bestbikes
For~ use Iwas quite taken
bytheSpecialized Sirrus range­
theSirrus Sport Isamating value
formoney at £499, andmakes
getting round town aspeedy and
stlmulating expe!1ence. Kltted out

with a rack andpanniers ~ outperforms a
packhorse andcanstillbeused asa'Nintertralning
bike andforpretty mudl anything Inbetweentoo
without feeling compromised Comfort Iskey here
with the flathandlebar for goodtraffic ~bllity and
effective braking Ideal forc~ use

StayIng within thecitylimits theDahan Speed
D61see Testbeflchl tookmebysurpnse, Notbeing
afan of smaller ....meelsper se theperformanceand
steadiness of this 20ln foldingbikeshonethrough
mypreviouscynicism. Life asacommuter was
made slmplewiththeefficientand easytouse
folding design~s pretty compact too.

Atighttumlngcircleand balanced cornering
made whippingthrough traffic fun andcontrolled,
vanableposmonhandlebars allowed anupnght
ndlng posltlon Ideal foragood~ew of theroad.

For2004 therange ofhighperformance
tarmac/city bikes seemsto have exploded, various
wheel size andhandlebar set-upcombos with
speclftc geometry framesall emphasIse thefast yet
controlled riding thathas encouraged somany new
riders to theroad and commuter scenethisyear.

Roll onthe spring sowecantestthese new
bikes onwarm dryroads!
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