
Touring bike...
Bikes of the year

Thereal
clincher is
theprice:
£470 fora
handbuilt
frame and
forkis
fantastic
value

that doesn't pullany punches, with
a reliable (if a little weighty)cromo
rubcsct. Iong wheelbasegeometry and
all the relevant braze ons - the spoke
carrier on the chainsray is a nice touch.
There's bags of tyroclearance and in a
nod to the fact that older, chunkier parts
are often more reliable than the latest
newfangled finishing kit, standard issue
diameters mean building it up from
your sparesbin is even easier.

The l ong Haul Trucker was pipped to
silverby Hewit t's first foray into the 26in
market (C+167, £999 " 01 772 424 773,
www.hcwittcycles.co.uk)- incidentally,
this is the size we'd recommend for
far-flung travels, thanks to its inherent
strength and worldwide availability.
In usual Hewitt style. the Cheviot's
meticulous attention to detail, Reynold's
631 tubeset and quality wheelbuild
shone through. If we could level
one criticism, we would have liked
greater clearance for the roughstuff
tourer 's favourite rubber, Schwalbe's
Marathon XRs.

It wasn't easy dragging Simon
\Vithers away from the DaveYates
Wayfarer (( +176, £999 " 01 526 343322,
wwwdaveyatescycles.co.uk), which is
proofin itself that we had a great bike on
our hands. Simon's has clocked up over
a thousand miles (and still counting)
across a broad spectrum of conditions.
and it's still run ning as flawlessly as ever.
The real clincher is the price: £470 for a
handbuilt frame and fork (or just an
extra £100 for the fully custom optio n)
is fantastic value for money,and earns it
this year'sgold accolade.

We've tried out an asso rtment of
lODe an d 26in tou ters in 2005 .

aimed at both exotic locales and
destinations closer to home. And those
that have made it to the podium have
one thing in common :steel.This is a
material that's renowned for its sweet
ride,baggage handler-proof tubing and.
in more extreme circumsta nces,
repairabil ity in the field . As a result . it
remains OUf preferred tubeset for fully
laden touring.

There were some especially
intere st ing conten ders th is year: Kana's
Sutra (C+172. £1,1()()" 0 1179823673,
www.konawcrld.uk.com) int roduced
mechanical Avid disc brakes into the
equat ion. and with them the optio n of
running either 26in or l OO, wheels;
Ridgeback's World Panorama (C+172.
£900.www.ndgcback.co.uk) proved
impressivevalue for money,and
Edinburgh Co-op's Cosmos (C+173.
£499 'D' 0131 2283 565. www,

cdinburghbicyclc.com). is a great
introduction to the world of touri ng,
with a quality that transcends its entry­
levelprice thanks to a superb Reynolds
631 tubesct. The only setback is the fact
that stocks have run out and it's no
longer being made...

So they were the bikes that nearlygot
medals, but what about the serious
contenders. Well,bronze goes to a bike
from the other side of the pond. Surly's
Long Haul Truc ker ((+ 172 " 012 23
213800, www.surlybikcs.com)caught
our eyewith its utilitarian cool and no­
nonsense build quality. Inspired by the
old-school tourcrs of the 70s, it's a bike
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